Looking in the Wishing Well:

Joan Nita Strutton: Granddaughter of Lillie Maud Burleson Hitchcock Burrow

The longer Lillie stared at the water the clearer the face became.
When Lilly Maude Met Bob

Lilly Maud Burleson Hitchcock Burrow described her childhood as very difficult. Everything
was scarce and they had to work extremely hard all spring and summer to prepare for the winter months. They
planted huge gardens and canned as many vegetables as they could. She grew up around the San Saba, TX area. The
weather was usually dry, hot, and dusty in the summer months. Her parents were Arkada and Pleasant Wright
Burleson. She married very young, which was not at all uncommon during the 1800s, and they were blessed with
two children, a boy, Pleasant Wright Jr., and a girl, Ima, right away. Because of a lack of medical care and difficult
situations, a third child, Ruth, passed away. Her husband died of cholera while she was still a very young woman.
After a great deal of contemplation and planning for her and her children's future, they relocated to east Texas
traveling the entire way in a covered wagon with other family members. To her, it seemed like an eternity to get to
their destination as she listened to the rumble of the wheels on the rough terrain. They were all quite weary of the
dusty, hot trail but they really looked forward to the move and being with relatives. Upon reaching her destination in
the Linden, TX area, they settled in with family members. One day she went to the well to get some water and when
she looked down into the well, she saw a reflection of a very handsome face. She was frightened at first and looked

away several times. She said she knew the reflection was the face of the man she would marry next. After a few days



of settling in she went to a church function in town that everyone looked forward to participating in. She even
learned how to spit snuff for a contest they were having, It was there that she first met Robert Wade Burrow. She
recognized the good-looking young man immediately as being the face she saw in the well. It was love at first sight
for both. After a short courtship, they were married. They were fortunate to have four sons and a daughter together.

My dad was their first child together, and he was born September 27, 1918. I always loved hearing their love
story and it used to give me eerie chills when she told it to me. It seemed supernatural and I guess in a way it was.
This is a very sentimental story of young love that lasted their lifetimes.

Granny’s favorite saying was “Everybody goes up fools hill at least once, but some go more.”” She was

uneducated, but one of the smartest women I ever knew.

Burleson abt. 1937

William Stanley 1/10/1887

Pleasant Wright Burleson 2/10/1860

Arcadia Whittle Burks 1/25/1868

et L 7

Ressie Lee 12/7/1902




Dr. Joan Strutton

Dr. Joan Strutton has worked in the education field for several years
teaching and counseling. She is a certified English teacher and a certified
special education teacher with an endorsement in mental retardation. Her
master's degree is in counseling, and she is a certified vocational counselor,

special education counselor, and all-level school counselor. Her doctorate is

in counselor education and supervision with a doctoral minor in secondary Joa n Strutton
and higher education. She has taught special education, and fourth grade, as

well as working as a school counselor on the primary, elementary, middle

school, and high school levels. She has taught at the university level for the last several years and has been a program
director of two school counselor programs in addition to being a counseling clinic director. She is a Texas-licensed
professional counselor and supervisor and is active in several counseling organizations. She currently teaches in the
Behavioral Sciences Department at Southeastern Oklahoma State University. Joan has agreed to join our BFRG
Researchers. She will be excising her skills as a councilor and educator by writing on the effects of grandparents
sharing family information with grand children.

Lillie Maude & ob Burrow
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Direct Descendants of EDWARD BURLESON

EDWARD BURLESON SARAH ? OWEN
b: 23 Jan 1650/51 b: 1656
d: Jun 1698inSUFFIELD, (PRESENT DAY CT) d: 09 May 1707 inSUFFIELD, (PRESENT DAY CT)

JOHN BURLESON SARAH HALLADAY

b: 09 Oct 1677 inSUFFIELD (PRESENT DAY CT) Massachusetts b: 08 Feb 1681/82 in SUFFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS BAY
Bay Colony COLONY

d: 1763 d: 1756 inSUFFIELD, HAMPSHIRE CO, MASSACHUSETTS

JONATHAN BURLESON

b: 11 Jun1704 inSUFFIELD (PRESENT DAY CT) Massachusetts
Bay Colony

d: 1775

JOHN BURLESON ??? SARAH ELIZABYRD
b: 1730 b: 1733
d: 1788 inRUTHERFORCO, NC d: 1768

DAVID BURLESON SR URSULA WEATHERFORD

b: 1752 in MONTGOMERY CO, (NOW STANLY) NC b: 1758 in LUNENBURG CO, VA

d: 13 Aug 1832 inMURFREESBORO, RUTHERFORDCO, TN d: 27 Feb1835inMURFREESBORO, RUTHERFORDCO TN
FAG#9151640 FAG#54883762

JOHN WASHINGTON BURLESON MARY ELIZABETH (POLLY) McGEHEE
b: 03 Sep1775inMONTGOMERY CO, (NOW STANLY)NC b: 04 Oct 1774 in SC

d: 25 Apr 1845 in MARION CO, AL.FAG#35740147 d: 11 Jan1860inMARION AL. FAG#35740173

JOSEPH BURLESON PATIENCE WARD
b: 1796 in NC b: 1798 in NC
d: 1870 inMARIONCO, AL d: Aft. 1860 in AL

BURRELL WRIGHT BURLESON MARY A (POLLY) HENDERSON

b: 1817 b: 22 May 1817 in LAWRENCE CO, AL
d: 1884 d: 1874 in TX

PLEASANT WRIGHT (PLEZ) BURLESON ARCADIA WHITTLE (KATIE) BURKS

b: 10 Feb 1860 in GRAYSON CO, TX b: 25 Jan1868 inHUGHES SPRINGS, CASSCO, TX
d: 18 Feb1917 inHUGHES SPRINGS, CASSCO, TX d: 16 Nov 1942 in CASS CO, TX FAG#68431364
FAG#112708824

LILLIE MAUDE BURLESON ROBERT WADE BURROW
b: 06 Sep 1885 in UNION HILL, CASS CO, TX b: 13 Mar 1886 inSARDIS, CASSCO, TX
d: 10 Oct1974inLINDEN, CASSCO, TXFAG #14770783 d: 30 Aug 1966 in FAG #14770762

THURMAN WADE (BUCK) SR BURROW SALLY IMOGENE (GENE OR BECKIE) TIPPITT
b: 27 Sep 1918 in CASS CO, TX b: 04 Jan 1926 in NEVADA CO, ARKANSAS

d: 23 Oct1974inCASS CO, TXFAG#115391723 d: 19 Apr 1976 inLINDEN, CASSCO, TXFAG#115391939

JOANBURROW



